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Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh, 

Mr. Sibal, 

Dr. Killi, 

Mr. Farooqui, 

Mrs. Kidwai, 

Dr. Didar Singh, 

Officials from the Ministry of Communications & 

Information Technology, 

Members of FICCI and Industry, 

Distinguished guests, 

  

Good morning and welcome to the India Telecom 2013 

Inaugural Ceremony. I would like to begin by congratulating 

DoT and FICCI for converging on a pertinent theme this year: 

"Internet of people to internet of things: Future of 

Communication". I'm also grateful to our Prime Minister who 

has always found the time to inaugurate India Telecom and set 

the agenda for the year's deliberations. 

  

The first time I used the internet was in my university's 

computer lab in Boston in 1995. I distinctly recall one of my 

professors describing it as the mother of all inventions and 

how Alexander Graham Bell would have been proud of it, 



considering that the first telephone was patented by him in 

1876. 

  

But the future of the internet is even more exciting and 

promising, in that it can solve a lot of the problems we face 

today as a civilization and a nation. Take governance for 

example. By using ICTs at each stage, from decision making 

to implementation to monitoring, we can make governance 

more interactive, smart and efficient. 

  

At the heart of the internet is connectivity. The Government is 

committed to investing in improving connectivity, both voice 

and data, and backhaul infrastructure, in rural and under-

connected areas where there is market failure. However, it's 

for industry to provide last mile connectivity in conjunction 

with the Government's efforts. Without the active 

participation of industry in policy formulation and 

implementation, India cannot be a world leader in ICTs. But 

before industry and Government unite, industry must unite. 

That is something the government can only facilitate, not 

mandate. 

  

Over the years, the Government, and DoT in particular, has 

provided clarity on key issues like pricing, auctioning and 

sharing of spectrum, mergers and acquisitions, and FDI. 

We've left no stone unturned in trying to create an attractive 



and level playing field for the entire ICT ecosystem of 

telcos/operators, VAS providers and the Electronic System 

Design and Manufacturing sector. I'm certain we could do 

even better if telcos/operators were represented by one 

industry association, regardless of the technology or spectrum 

band that companies presently use. In the Ministry of 

Shipping, where I'm also a Minister of State, we consult only 

one industry body called INSA or the Indian Ship Owners 

Association. It represents private shipping companies as well 

as the state owned Shipping Corporation of India. Trust me, 

this makes policy formulation a much easier task. 

  

I hope that India Telecom 2013 will tell investors, both in 

India and globally, that India's telecom sector is more vibrant 

than ever, full of growth opportunities, that there is clarity in 

policy and that industry and Government are united in our 

quest to connect every Indian to voice and high-speed data 

services at competitive prices. 

  

Thank you. 

 


